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Appl. Vio. (N/ 163,993 

Kopimsc dated April 12, 2005 

Reply i» Office Aclion of January 12, 2005 

J iating of Claims; 

1-23S. (Canceled) 

239. (Previously Presented) An on-line postage system for processing of 
user requests and obtaining postage indicia comprising: 

a plurality of client systems configured to interface with a plurality of 
users, wherein each of said plurality of client systems is configured to send a 
postage request and to print postage indicia; 

a server system in communication with said plurality of client systems 
and one i>r more postal service systems, wherein said server system is configured 
to rect ive said postage request from said plurality of client systems and to send 
poMage indicia data to said plurality of client systems in response to said postage 
request; and 

an administrator system software executing on one or more computers, 
wherein said administrator system software is in communication with said 
server system, said administrator system software comprising a statistical 
analysts report module configured to provide one or more reports about user 
transactions occurring at said server system. 
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Appl. \J<>. (19/163,993 

Koponse dated April 12, 2005 

Reply it) Office Action of January 12, 2005 

240. (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 239, 
wherein each of said plurality of.users has an associated financial status, and 
when in said administrator system software further comprises: 

a user financial information module configured to facilitate reviewing and 
monitoring the financial status of said plurality of users. 

241 . (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 239, 
wherein said server system comprises a license database, and wherein said 
administrator system software further comprises: 

a license database access module configured to facilitate access to said 
license database and review of, for each of said plurality of users, the status of a 
license issued by a postal service authority. 

242. (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 239, 
wherem said server system provides information to said one or more postal 
service systems as one or more flat files, and wherein said administrator system 
software further comprises: 

a flat file acc ess module configured to facilitate review of information in 
said fl<n files. 
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Appl. \o. 09/I63/W 

fa'spon*.- dated April 12, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of January 12, 2005 

243 (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 239, 
whert in said administrator system software further comprises: 

a system access security module configured to secure communication 
between said server system and said administrator system software. 

244. (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 239, 
wherein each of said plurality of client systems and said server system comprises 
an internet access module configured to facilitate communication between said 
plurality of client systems and said server system over the internet. 

245 (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 239, 
where n said administrator system software and said server system each 
comprises an internet access module configured to facilitate communication 
betwei-n said administrator system software and said server system over the 
internet. 
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Appl. No. W/ 163,993 

Response dated April 12, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of January 12, 2005 

246. (Previously Presented) An on-line postage system for processing of 
user requests and obtaining postage indicia comprising: 

a plurality of rlient systems configured to interface with a plurality of 
users, each of said plurality of client systems configured to send a postage 
request and to print postage indicia; 

a server system in communication with said plurality of client systems 
and one or more postal service systems, wherein said server system is configured 
to receive said postage request from said plurality of client systems and to send 
postage indicia data to said plurality of client systems; 
wherein said server system comprises: 

a database comprising stored account information of each of said 
plurality of users; 

a user account interface module configured to respond to an 
account request received from a given client system by retrieving a 
portion of said stored account information that is associated with a 
respective user of said given client system and providing said portion to 
<aid given client system. 
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Appl. No. 

Response dated Apri! 1?, 2005 

Reply to Office Aelion of Jnnuary 12, 2005 

247. (Previously Presented) An on-line postage system for processing of 
user requests and obtaining postage indicia comprising: 

a plurality of client systems configured to interface with a plurality of 
users, each of said plurality of client systems configured to send a postage 
request and to print postage indicia; 

a server system in communication with said plurality of client systems, 
wherein said server system is configured to receive said postage request from 
said plurality of client systems and to send postage indicia data to said plurality 
of client systems; 

wherein said server system comprises: 

a postal service interface module for interfacing with one or more 
postal service systems; 

a statistical reports module interfacing with said postal service 
interface module, said statistical reports module configured to provide 
reports associated with usage of said on-line postage system by said 
plurality of users. 
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Appl. No 09/1**3,993 

Respond dated April 12, 2005 

Rrply to Office Action of j.muary 12, 2005 

248. (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 247, 
wherein said server system further comprises: 

a flat files module interfacing with said postal service interface module, 
said flat files module configured to transform postage system data into flat files 
for transmission to said one or more postal service systems. 

249. (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 247, 
wherein said server system further comprises: 

a data update interface module interfacing with said postal service 
interface module, said data update interface module facilitating updating of 
postage rate information on said server system by said one or more postal 
serx ice systems. 

250. (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 247, 
wherein said server system further comprises: 

.i data update interface module interfacing with said postal service 
interface module, said data update interface module facilitating updating of zip 
code information on said server system by said one or more postal service 
systems 
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Appt. No. 09/163,993 

Response dated April 12, 2005 

Koply to Office Action of January 12, 2005 

251 . (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 247, 
wherein said server system further comprises: 

a utility module interfacing with said postal service interface module, said 
utility module providing an interface with a user activity monitoring module. 

252. (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of c laim 247, 
wherein said server system further comprises: 

a utility module interfacing with said postal service interface module, said 
utility module providing an interface with an archiving module. 

253. (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 247, 
wherein said server system further comprises: 

a utility module interfacing with said postal service interface module, said 
utility module providing an interface with a report generating module 
configured to provide reports of transactions in said on-line postage system. 
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Appl. No. 09/163,993 

Ktspoimi-dali-d April 12, 2005 

Reply lc* Office Action of January 12, 2005 

254. (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 247, 
wherein said sower system further comprises a financial interfaces module 
configured to facilitate a transaction between said server system and a financial 
system having a postal service account, said transaction comprising information 
associated with a transfer of funds from a user account to said postal service 
account. 

255. (Previously Presented) The on-line postage system of claim 247, 
whorem said server system further comprises a server access sccurilv module 
configured to manage and restrict access to said server system. 
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Appl. No. 09/16:*,V93 

Report*' iLited April 12, 2IKJ5 

Kiply to Of fire Action of January 12, 2005 

256. (Previously Presented) A method for providing an on-line postage 
system comprising: 

receiving, ;it a server system, one or more postage requests from a 
plurality of client systems configured to interface with a plurality of users, each 
of said plurality of client systems configured to print postage indicia; 

sending postage indicia data from said server system to one or more of 
said plurality of client systems in response to said one or more postage requests; 
and 

in administrator system software executing on one or more computers, 
generating a report comprising information about one or more user transactions 
occurring at said server system, wherein said one or more user transactions 
comprise said one or more postage requests. 

257. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 256, further 
comprising, in said administrator system software: 

reviewing and monitoring the financial status of one or more of said 
plurality of users. 
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Appl. No. 09/1(0,993 

Response diitrJ April 12,2005 

Rt-ply t>> Office Avium of January 12, 2005 

258. (1'reviously Presented) The method of claim 256, further 
comprising, in said administrator system software: 

reviewing the respective status of one or more licenses issued to said 
plurality of users by a postal service authority. 

259. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 256, further 
comprising: 

providing, in said server system, information to one or more postal 
service systems as one or more flat files; and 

reviewing, in said administrator system software, information from said 
flat files. 

2(>0. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 256, further 
comprising: 

providing secure communication between said server system and said 
administrator system software. 

26 1 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 256, wherein receiving 
said postage request comprises communicating with one or more of said 
plurality of client systems over the internet. 
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Appi, No. 09/163,993 

Respond- tilted April 12, 2005 

Ki'ply t<> ( Wi cv Action uf January 12, 2005 

262. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 256, further 
comprising 

providing communication between said administrator system software 
and said server system over the internet. 

263. ( Previously Presented) A method for providing an on-line postage 
system comprising: 

receiving, at a server system, a postage request from one of a plurality of 
client systems configured to interface with a plurality of users wherein each of 
*aid plurality of client systems is configured to print postage indicia; 

sending said postage indicia to said one of said plurality of client systems 
in response lo said postage request; 

receiving an account request from a given client system; and 

responding to said account request by retrieving from a database in said 
server s\slem a portion of stored account information that is associated with a 
respect iv e user of said given client system; and 

providing said portion to said given client. 
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AppJ. No. U9/!M,W 

Response dated April 12, 2005 

Rt-ply to Of lav Artion of Jcinuury 12, 2005 

264. (Previously Presented) A method for providing an on-line postage 
system comprising: 

receiving, at a server system, a postage request from one of a plurality of 
client systems configured to interface with a plurality of users, wherein each of 
said client systems is configured to print postage indicia; 

sending said postage indicia to said one of said plurality of client systems 
in response to said postage request; 

providing an interface to one or more postal service systems; and 

providing one or more reports associated with usage of said on-line 
postage system by said plurality of users, said reports accessible by said one or 
more postal service systems through said interface. 

265. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 264, further 
comprising: 

transforming postage system data into flat files for transmission to said 
one or more postal service systems. 

266. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 264, further 
comprising; 

said one or more postal service systems updating postage rate information 
on said server system. 
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Appl. No. (39/163,99.1 

Response d«ited April 12, 2005 

Reply hi Office Action of January 12, 2005 

267. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 264, further 
comprising: 

said one or more postal service systems updating zip code information on 
said server system. 

268. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 264, further 
comprising: 

providing said one or more postnl service systems with an interface to a 
user activity monitoring module on said server system. 

2o9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 264, further 
comprising: 

providing said one or more postal service systems with an interface to an 
archiving module on the server system. 

270. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 264, further 
comprising: 

providing said one or more postal service systems with an interface to a 
report generating module on said server system, said report generating module 
configured to provide reports of transactions in said on-line postage- .system 
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Appl. No. (N/'lh3,993 

Response dated April 1 2, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of January 12, 2005 

271. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 264, further 
comprising said server system exchanging information with a financial system 
having a postal service account, said information associated with a transfer of 
funds from a user account to said postal service account. 

272. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 264, further 
comprising: 

managing and restricting access to said server system by said one or more 
postal service systems. 
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